Personal Narrative
A Personal Narrative is a real story that you write about yourself.  You tell your story using the first person, the word “I”.  Personal Narratives allow you to share your thoughts and feelings about your experiences.  

Be sure you think about:

Purpose
· Why do you want to write about this experience?

· Is it a funny experience you are describing to entertain?

· Is it a sad event you are telling to inspire sympathy?

· Is it a serious story you are telling to share something that was learned?

Focus 
· What will your focus be?

· What will you emphasize?

· What will you do to help your reader understand what is important?

Picking a Good Lead
· Does the beginning grab the reader’s attention?

· Has the tone of the story been established?

Organization
· Will you organize by time?

· Will you organize by location?

· Will you organize by importance?  

Showing vs. Telling
· Have you described using concrete details about the place, time and people involved?

· Have you described what you saw and heard?

· Have you attempted to “show” your feelings instead of “telling” them?

Ending 

· What is the final idea you want to leave your readers with?

· Will you leave your readers with something to think about?

· Will you explain how you felt or what you learned?

Using Effective Language
· Have you used specific, concrete and vivid words?

· Do any of the words you have used produce a tone different than the one you intend?

· Can you add descriptive words to make your piece more interesting?

